
Assembly Instructions
Decking  28 x 190 mm

Installation: Install Elephant® decking boards with 
Elephant® Topclips. Bag of 100 TOP Clips including 
screws with matching bit available separately.

Substructure: Use hardwood joists measuring  
4.5 x 6.8 cm or 4.5 x 9 cm. Always install them on 
edge, with the 4.5 cm side facing upwards.

Application on garden soil: For direct application 
on garden soil, always use stakes (4 x 4 cm) bolted 
to the joists with carriage bolts, or paving slabs 
of at least 30 x 30 cm under the joists as a foun-
dation. Level the ground, remove weeds, and use 
weed control fabric to minimise regrowth.

Drainage: Ensure the deck has a slight slope of 
about 2 mm per linear metre in the longitudinal 
direction to allow rainwater to drain away.

Cutting: Use a fine-toothed saw blade to cut the 
decking boards to size.

Distance to walls/obstacles: Keep a minimum dis-
tance of 2 cm between the board ends and walls 
or obstacles. Allow both board ends to overhang 
the first and last joist by a maximum of 2.5 cm. 
Always use two joists at the start and end.

Board movement: To accommodate lengthwise 
movement of the boards, stagger multiple sections 
in the length direction of the deck. Leave a gap of 
approximately 7 mm between board ends. Use an 
extra joist to support both board ends.

Ventilation: Ensure adequate ventilation and pre-
vent water from standing under the deck.

Tip: Leave the boards 2 to 3 cm longer and trim 
them to the correct length with a circular saw after 
installation for a neat finish.

1. Substructure with paving slabs: Lay the slabs 
precisely with a centre-to-centre distance of 40 
cm. Place the joists in the middle of the slab with 
a maximum distance of 40 cm between them (A1 
& A2). Keep the joists 2.5 cm clear of obstacles. 
On top of this layer, place a second layer of joists 
fixed to the first layer. The first layer must only 
serve as support and not be used for load-bearing 
purposes.

2. Substructure with stakes: Use a string line to 
determine the exact location of the joists. Place 
a stake (4 x 4 cm) every 50 cm along the string 
line at the desired height. Ensure the stake is set 
at least 1/3 of its length into the ground, with a 
minimum of 50 cm. Fix the joists to the stakes with 
M8 carriage bolts (pre-drill with 9 mm). Repeat this 
process for each joist, keeping a maximum spacing 
of 40 cm from the previous one (B1 & B2).

Decking board installation:
3. Install the outer decking boards with the start/
end clips. Place a clip on each joist in the groove 
of the decking board. Ensure they fit properly 
and do not fully tighten the supplied screws at 
first. Pre-drilling the joists is necessary before 

securing the clips. Then place the second decking 
board and repeat the process until the deck is 
fully installed. After complete installation, tighten 
all screws and clips (observe your screwdriver’s 
torque setting).

The first and/or last decking boards can also be 
fixed with screws, at least 30 mm from the side 
and end edges. Pre-drilling is required. Ensure the 
screws are not driven too deep into the boards. 
The screw head should be flush with the surface of 
the board.

Important: Elephant® decking boards are suitable 
for use under normal conditions, provided the 
above installation instructions are followed. They 
are not suitable for load-bearing structures. Store 
the boards flat to prevent warping and do not 
work at temperatures below 7°C.
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